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Sample Letter to Affected State Land-Owning and Managing Agencies 
 

(to be sent on Department letterhead) 
 
Date 
 
Affected State Agency Name 
Affected State Agency Address 
 
Dear Director (insert name): 
 
Subject: Notification of Marbled Murrelet Reclassification and Requirements for Affected State Land-
Owning and Managing Agencies under the Oregon Endangered Species Act 
 
On June 7, 2018, the Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission (Commission) amended OAR 635-100-0125 
to reclassify the Marbled Murrelet (Brachyramphus marmoratus) from threatened to endangered under 
the Oregon Endangered Species Act (OESA). The Commission also adopted survival guidelines1 for the 
species (OAR 635-100-0137). State agencies are required to ensure that their actions on lands owned or 
leased by the state, or for which the state holds a recorded easement, are consistent with survival 
guidelines (OAR 635-100-0130(1)). These rule changes become effective June 21, 2018.  
 
The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (Department) has identified your agency as one that 
manages Marbled Murrelet nesting habitat in Oregon. Our Commission has directed us to inform you 
that your agency’s lands can play a role in the conservation of the Marbled Murrelet, and that your 
agency is required to prepare an endangered species management plan for the species by December 21, 
2019. Please accept this letter as written notification under OAR 635-100-0140(2)(b). A Commission-
approved endangered species management plan for the Marbled Murrelet developed by your agency 
will supersede survival guidelines for the species (OAR 635-100-0140).  
 
Under the OESA, your agency has considerable discretion in determining the role that its lands can play 
in the conservation of an endangered species and in subsequent development of an endangered species 
management plan. This role may include, but is not limited to, conservation, contribution toward 
conservation, or take avoidance (ORS 496.182(8)(a)(B)). In determining its role, your agency must 
consider the survival guidelines adopted by the Commission, additional information provided by the 
Department on the species’ conservation needs, the social and economic impacts of implementing 
needed conservation measures, and your agency’s statutory obligations. A recent status review 
completed by the Department summarizes the life history requirements of the Marbled Murrelet and 
identifies key factors influencing its survival and reproductive potential in Oregon.  

                                                           
1 Survival guidelines are quantifiable and measurable guidelines necessary to ensure the survival of 
individual members of the species (OAR 635-100-0100(13)). They apply only to actions proposed on 
lands owned or leased by the state, or for which the state holds a recorded easement (OAR 635-100-
0135(1)).  
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After determining your role, and within 18 months of the species’ listing as endangered, your agency 
must develop and adopt an endangered species management plan (ORS 496.182(8)(a)(C)). 
Pursuant to OAR 635-100-0140(6), the endangered species management plan must address, at a 
minimum: (a) what state land is covered by the plan; (b) what role that state land will play in 
conservation of the species and how your agency defined that role; (c) how your agency will manage the 
state land to achieve its defined role; (d) whether your agency will monitor implementation of the plan, 
and if so, how and when; (e) whether your agency will reassess and review the plan and its 
implementation, and if so, how and when; (f) how your agency’s plan relates to other state agency 
endangered species management plans, federal recovery plans, and other recovery efforts; and (g) what 
process your agency used in developing the plan, including the review and approval process, if any. 
 
Commission approval of the endangered species management plan is based on whether the plan 
achieves the role defined by your agency (ORS 496.182(8)(a)(D)). Given the biological needs of the 
species, and in consultation with your agency, the Commission may modify the endangered species 
management plan to make it consistent with your agency’s role. In any case, the Commission must 
approve the endangered species management plan within 24 months of listing the species as 
endangered. In the absence of an approved endangered species management plan, your agency will 
continue to follow survival guidelines (ORS 496.182(3)).  
 
We look forward to continued coordination and consultation with your agency on this matter. Please 
contact (insert name, title, contact info) of my staff with any questions about Marbled Murrelet 
reclassification, survival guidelines, or endangered species management plans. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
(insert name, title, contact info) 
Enclosure: Survival Guidelines for Marbled Murrelet 
 
 


